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1 Euler characteristic

Given a graph G, let V denote the number of vertices in G, E denote the number of edges in G
and F denote the number of regions (or faces) that the plane is divided into by the edges of the
graph G.

Definition: The Euler characteristic of G is defined as the number V � E + F .

By experimenting with the graphs in the attached worksheet 1, the students discovered for
themselves the following theorem.

Euler’s formula: For any connected planar graph G, the Euler characteristic is 2.

One can build up the proof of this theorem inductively as follows.

• If G consists of only 1 vertex and no edges, then there’s only 1 region and the formula holds.

• Suppose you add a vertex, then you need one edge to make the graph connected. There’s
still only one region, and the formula holds. Notice that the additional vertex and the new
edge cancel out each other’s contribution to the formula.

• If we continue to add vertices and edges without creating a new region (i.e. we have a tree),
the the formula holds (for the same reason as above).

• To add a new region, we need to add an edge joining two of the existing vertices. In this case
the new region and the new edge cancel out each other’s contribution to the formula.

1.1 Euler characteristic of a line arrangement

Consider a line arrangement of n lines in a plane. Its Euler characteristic is defined similarly as
that for a graph, that is, V �E +F where V is the number of vertices (in this case, intersections),
E is the number of edges (finite or infinite) and F is the number of regions formed.

By experimenting with line arrangements in the worksheet, it can be noticed that the Euler
characteristic of a line arrangement is always 1. This can be proved by associating a graph to the
line arrangement as follows:

• associate a vertex to each region formed by the line arrangement

• whenever two regions share a boundary, assign an edge between the corresponding vertices

Observe that the Euler characteristic of the line arrangement is one less than that of the associated
connected planar graph (which will always be 2).

Exercise: Try to write a proof of the fact that the Euler characteristic of a line arrangement in a
plane is always 1. (Hint: try to prove this inductively as we did for a graph.)

1
The activities for part of this session were adapted from the work of Joel Hamkins https://jdh.hamkins.org/

tag/euler-characteristic/
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2 Folding angles

We have seen in an earlier session how to fold some common angles at the corner of a square sheet
of paper. In this session we discuss how to fold these angles along an edge of a sheet of paper. All
these ideas can be consolidated to demonstrate the use of the 30� 60� 90 triangle in folding.

2.1 Folding angles at a corner of a square

2.2 Folding angles along an edge
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y - E+F

2 0 - 2 +3 =1

1 - 4 +4 =1
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2 - 7+6 =1

3 - 9 +7 =1

1 - 6 +6 =1

Exercise:Calculate the Euler characteristic

for all line arrangements
of 4 lines.


